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The Situation in East Timor 
The good news is that there has been social stability for a sustained period of time which has enabled some progress to be made in national development. International investment has been growing; there has been some improvement in health and education provision; and income has increased significantly through the revenue now being derived from accessing the oil and gas deposits in the Timor Sea. The UN has been able to downsize its presence, including the military and police components but remains to give ongoing support to the consolidation of the new nation’s institutions of governance.
Not so good is the fact that most of the development has been taking place in the capital Dili, and very little improvement has been evident in rural areas where subsistence agriculture remains the norm and the majority of  people are as impoverished as ever.  Infrastructure – roads, mains services, communication links, are far from what is needed, and in many areas have deteriorated, despite repeated pledges by national Government (and forecasts by UN agencies) that each year will see a dramatic improvement. Even in Dili there are constant daily power failures. Health provision still depends to a great extent upon the work that is being undertaken by Religious Congregations, by a range of foreign NGOs, and by the large number of Cuban doctors. Most schools have only very basic facilities, crowded classrooms, inadequate educational resources, and a poor standard of teaching. The contribution made to education by foreign missionary priests and religious is of great importance.
Unemployment remains very high, with thousands of school pupils leaving each year with no immediate prospect of useful and satisfying work. 
Investment is disproportionately from China which has also funded the construction of several impressive buildings for the national Government - including the Ministry of Defence - and there has been a considerable increase in the number of successful Chinese-run small businesses which may well disturb the social harmony.  
Because of the lack of opportunity during the twenty-five years of Indonesian occupation for the East Timorese to gain professional, managerial, and higher technical skills (unless they collaborated with the regime) there is now a distinct lack of these abilities among the indigenes of an age to exercise them in the forefront of national development. Native and international personnel of the Catholic Church – priests, and religious especially – therefore have a key role as local advisers and managers because of their high level of skills in all these areas and because of the respect in which they are held by the Timorese for their commitment to the people’s welfare – material as well as spiritual. 

For these reasons the priorities of The Peter Trust remain the same, and the various projects which the Trust supports are wide-ranging and are directly linked with the local parish and/or convent. Trust funds are thus well managed and productive. During the past year these have been spent on the continuation and further development of the health care, education and social provision, job creation, and training as follows:
Hospital and Mobile Clinic in Covalima District
The Peter Trust has funded the salary of a doctor and the wages of a laboratory technician, two nurses, and a driver/mechanic who enable the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres (SPC) to provide the services of a mobile clinic, based in their hospital in Suai, which visits several villages in the rural vicinity each week, attended by several hundred people in each locality. All the medicines, which are of good quality, are purchased with funds provided by the Trust. The visit of the clinic also offers the opportunity for the Sisters and nurses to give a nutritional supplement to the children and aged people in each village.
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Care for the disabled and traumatised
The trust has continued to underpin the work of the ALMA Sisters with children and adults who suffer from some physical disability or trauma (due to the tensions and violence of the years of Indonesian occupation and its aftermath). The causes of disability are varied but include: genetic, accident, neglect, and taking bad or dated or inappropriate medicine.
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The Sisters and the Timorese staff they now engage respond to the needs of about 60 severely handicapped children in their own homes, and offer temporary accommodation in their convent (recently extended) for those, including adults, who need temporary constant attention. The Congregation hopes to expand this work beyond Dili as soon as sufficiency of funds and skilled personnel permit.

Social Support – Orphans and Youth
During the past year the Trust was again able to fund the provision of food on a daily basis to the 80 boys and girls accommodated in the orphanage established by the Dominican Sisters in Dili, with the cost of mains electricity to the building, and towards some of their educational expenses in the neighbouring schools. The Trust has also given support to the development of the kitchen garden for the orphanage which is located several miles outside Dili at Hera on the north coast, and with the St Dominic’s Farm at Natabora near the south coast where about 40 of the older orphans are accommodated during longer school holidays and where they engage in the rearing of livestock (cows, horses, chickens), and in the cultivation of staple crops (corn, cassava, and various fruits, etc).   
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In Dili, the Trust has helped to fund work undertaken by the SPC community with local youth – such as sessions on information technology, musical instrument tuition, silk-screen printing, etc. 
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In the northwest coastal township of Liquica the Trust has funded the conversion of an outbuilding in the parish presbytery grounds to serve as a facility for the young people there to acquire or develop similar skills. 
Facilitating Learning for Village Youth
One of the challenges facing many young people in East Timor is to access education when their homes are in remote areas of this rugged terrain. The Trust has funded accommodation and tuition expenses each year of twenty senior school pupils from the villages around Railaku, 40 miles south of Dili, so that they can attend the high school in that township – for which the Trust also funded the installation of solar panels enabling studies to continue after dark, and for the students to have access to computers.
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In the isolated enclave of Oecussi, located in Indonesian West Timor, the Trust has continued to fund the maintenance and development of the asrama or boarding house at Baocnana on the north coast. Initially established for about 50 girls this facility has been extended during the past year to accommodate boys as well, and the Trust has funded the purchase of several lap top computers for the young residents – who also acquire domestic and social skills while living in this community which is supervised by the two (parish) priests helped by religious sisters and several local lay people. 
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Support for Traditional Woven Arts
During the past year the Trust was able to come to the assistance of Australian Trisha Johns in the development of her project to establish a training workshop for Timorese women to engage their skills in the production of marketable items using the traditional weaving skills passed on in each generation in the rural villages. The Woven Art Workshop, based in Dili, receives items made by women in their mountain homes, and the trainees adapt them for international sales while at the same time acquiring management / business skills. This provides them with an income, and enhances their social status in the community. Amongst the products of the Workshop (sold by the Peter Trust) are handbags, laptop carriers, book covers and markers, purses, mobile phone covers, scarves, decorative table coverings, etc.
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Assistance with Higher Education
Since its foundation the Trust has assisted several promising students with the costs of their higher education, either in East Timor or abroad. They have succeeded in their endeavours - which presented many challenges - and are now employed by the East Timor Government and/or by international NGOs working in the territory. Currently the Trust is supporting Genivia da Silva Marcal (pictured below, with her father) in her medical studies in the Philippines. 
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____________

Many thanks to all our Friends and Supporters and to all donors whose generosity is enabling an increasing number of projects in health care, education, income generation, technical and leadership training to be established and maintained in East Timor. The need for your assistance continues to be very great: it will be at least a generation before the people of East Timor can develop their country so as to provide adequately for their basic needs – until then all that we can do to help is much appreciated!
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